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to the unscrupulous pens of dramatists and novelists thus
wantonly to charge the memory of the high-born and beauti-
ful with so odious a crime.
On the 23d of October, 1730, the English stage lost one of
its brightest ornaments in the person of Mrs. Oldfield. The
body, after lying several days in the Jerusalem chamber at
"Westminster, was borne in great pomp to the Abbey, where
it was interred among England's high-born and high-honored.
The pall-bearers were Lords Delaware and Harvey, Messrs.
Dorrington, Hodges, and Gary, and Captain Elliot. The fu-
neral service was performed by Doctor Barker.
On the 17th of March of the same year, Adrienne Lecou-
vreur, the beloved of the French public, died, aiid was, perhaps,
still more regretted than her English contemporary. Her ill-
ness having been too short to permit of a reconciliation with
the Church, an intolerant curate refused to permit of her be-
ing interred in consecrated ground, although she had left 1000
francs to the Church of St. Sulpice. The body of the lovely
and talented creature, immortalized by the pen of Voltaire,
was carried in a hackney-coach, in the dead of the night, to
the corner of the Rue de Bourgogne, then a marsh, and there
buried!
Such a hero and such a heroine, surrounded in their differ-
ent spheres with so bright a halo of love, glory, and fame,
could not fail to tempt the pens of dramatic authors; but the
only successful attempt has been that of Messrs. Scribe and
Legouve. The part of Adrienne was offered to Mademoiselle
Rachel, but afraid, perhaps, of the transition from the daring
crimes and undisguised passions of the Greek and Roman per-
sonages to the clandestine midnight intrigues of the modern
drama, of the change from the grand Alexandrines of the clas-
sic poets to the prose of every-day life, she refused to under-
take it, though she had accepted it at first. M. Scribe then
gave the part to Mademoiselle Rose Cheri, and it was not un-
til six months after that the play having been read anew at
the Theatre Francais, Mademoiselle Rachel accepted it, and
it was brought out on the 14th of April of tins year.
Having given a slight biographical sketch of Adrienne Le-
couvreur, it remains to be seen what romance has added to
reality in the drama.

